76th General Service Conference
Area 72 Agenda Topic Outcomes

Below is a list of the 76" GSC Agenda items we discussed at pre-conferences along with the outcomes from the
76" General Service Conference.

Detailed documents related to all conference agenda items and advisory actions can be found on the area 72
website through the Delegate’s Corner https://area72aa.org/delegates-corner/

Definitions:

e Advisory Action: When a recommendation, whether from a committee or through a floor action, is
approved by the conference body with substantial unanimity it becomes an advisory action. These are
referred to the trustees and are then sent to either the appropriate trustees’ committee, GSO, or the
corporate boards for implementation.

e Committee Consideration: Items discussed in committee but no action is taken and/or no
recommendation made, as well as committee recommendations which are not adopted but included in a
separate section of the final report, listed by committee.

e Took No Action: The Conference Committee discussed the topic and did not put forward a
recommendation or advisory action. No additional action will be taken on this topic.

Agenda Item B. Discuss motion to add wording to Item F-3, “Self-Support: Where Money
and Spirituality Mix.” (PAI 99)

Outcome Advisory Action: The committee recommended that “Self-Support: Where Money
and Spirituality Mix” (Item

F-3) be updated with the following change: The question and answer on a group
making financial contributions to AA Grapevine on page 12, which reads:

“Q: Can our group make financial contributions to AA Grapevine? A: No. AA
Grapevine, Inc. is not set up to take contributions from groups or individuals. Groups
and individual members support the Grapevine by purchasing Grapevine and La
Vifia subscriptions and other Grapevine publications and using them in their Twelfth
Step work.”

Be replaced with:

“Q: How can our group support AA Grapevine / La Vifia?

A: AA Grapevine, Inc. does not accept contributions from groups or individuals.
Groups and individual members support the Grapevine by purchasing Grapevine
and La Vifia subscriptions and other Grapevine publications and using them in their
Twelfth Step work. When your group is discussing how your funds should be used,
you may consider purchasing subscriptions, gift certificates, books and other
materials, or supporting the Carry the Message project to ensure that Grapevine
and La Vifia continue to carry the message of Alcoholics Anonymous. For further
information, visit aagrapevine.org.”
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FINANCE

Agenda Item

C. Consider a request to create a Twelve Step study guide or workbook. (pai-70)

Outcome

GRAPEVINE / LA VINA
Agenda Iltem

The committee considered a request for a Twelve Step study guide or workbook and
took no action. The committee noted these efforts currently exist locally. The
committee expressed support of the efforts already taking place on the Corrections
desk at the General Service Office to provide shared experience, literature and
template language that specifically addresses how other members have utilized the
book Alcoholics Anonymous for Step work.

F. Consider that the AA Grapevine, Inc., accept contributions.

Outcome

The committee reviewed the request that Grapevine, Inc. accept contributions and
took no action. In their determination, the committee considered and recognized
the broader implications for our shared spiritual principles, the Twelve Traditions,
the Twelve Concepts for World Service and other A.A. entities.

Agenda Item

I. Consider publishing the personal stories from the Fourth Edition of
Alcoholics Anonymous not included in the draft Fifth Edition of Alcoholics
Anonymous.

Outcome

Committee Consideration

The committee discussed the suggestion to publish the personal stories from the
Fourth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous not included in the Fifth Edition of Alcoholics
Anonymous and suggested that the trustees’ Literature Committee:

e Provide more information on expected costs, potential sales and break-even
point.

e Provide more information about whether the proposed book would be more
successful as a revised version of Experience, Strength and Hope or as a new
standalone volume.

e Consider renaming the book to avoid confusion with the newly approved Part
Il section of the Fifth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous.

The committee requested that a progress report be brought back to the 2028
Conference Committee on Literature.

Agenda Item E

E. Consider a request to review locally produced safety-related video service
material and provide input on the potential for this video service material to
be adapted for use by GSO.

Outcome

The committee reviewed a request to review locally produced safety-related video
service material and provide input on the potential for this video service material to
be adapted for use by GSO and took no action. In addition to intellectual property
(IP) concerns, the committee discussed that for broad use throughout the US and
Canada a video with a format and content more closely aligned with current service
material would be more effective. The committee expressed gratitude to the local
service district for its work in producing the original videos, as it inspired a vital

Fellowship-wide discussion on this important topic. However, the committee
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TRUSTEES
Agenda Item

determined that the videos needed more than minor editorial adjustments and
would require more substantive changes.

Rather than spending resources to adapt these videos, it was the conscience of the
committee to request that AAWS create a new video based on existing content
found in our safety service materials, and, as budget permits. The committee
requests that AAWS consider all available cost-saving technologies, including Al, for
content production and language services.

The committee discussed additional ways to effectively produce this content and

offered the following suggestions:

e That the video be medium in length, up to four to seven minutes, while
still effectively conveying the message, and animation is considered as a
format

e That the video includes links to our safety materials

e That the project remains open for future videos to be created

e That the video format is mindful of visual content versus text, as well as
easily translatable

e That the video is mindful of accessibility for all alcoholics

e That the video be completed and made available at the earliest
opportunity, with consideration to available funds

G. Consider a request to produce an animated video based on the pamphlet
“The Twelve Steps lllustrated.” PAI-103

Outcome

TRUSTEES
Agenda Item

Advisory Action: The committee recommended that the trustees Literature
Committee produce an animated video based on the pamphlet “The Twelve Steps
lllustrated” (Item P-55). The committee requested that a progress report or draft
video be brought back to the 2027 General Service Conference.

H. Consider a request to produce an animated video based on the pamphlet
“The Twelve Traditions lllustrated.” PAI-104

Outcome

ARCHIVES
Agenda Item

Advisory Action: The committee recommended that the trustees Literature
Committee explore producing an animated video based on the pamphlet “The
Twelve Traditions lllustrated” (ltem P-43). The committee requested that a progress
report be brought back to the 2027 General Service Conference.

B. Consider a request to define eligibility for Area-level service for members
residing outside of the geographic area they want to serve. (PAIl 46)

Outcome

The committee discussed a request to define eligibility for area-level service for
members residing outside of the geographic area they want to serve and took no
action. The committee noted the autonomy of areas and districts in establishing
local policies and procedures in accordance with their local group conscience. The
committee also noted the following suggestions intended to further continue

discussions on this topic:
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e Encourage discussion around this topic at local A.A. events and Regional
Forums.

e Continue area-wide discussions around the possibility of future
linguistic and virtual areas in the United States/Canada structure.

UPDATES on previous recommendations from the75™ GSC at the 76" General Service Conference

GRAPEVINE/LA
VINA

Agenda Item D

Review the progress on the AA Grapevine survey of the membership to
identify relevance, usefulness and financial viability of products and services
provided by Grapevine, such as the magazines, books (print, digital, and
audio), podcast and social media (Instagram and YouTube).

Outcome

Committee Consideration: The committee reviewed the progress on the AA
Grapevine survey regarding the relevance, usefulness and financial viability of
Grapevine products and services.

The committee requested a revised approach more closely aligned with the
original Advisory Action and accompanying memorandum produced in June

2025 by the 75th Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Viiia. The revised
proposal should include at least two survey methodologies and reflect
exploration of low-cost deployment methods, such as the Meeting Guide app.

The committee will resend the memorandum to the Grapevine Board, including
suggestions regarding survey content. The committee also requested that the
project timeline be extended, with a progress report presented to the 77th
General Service Conference and a final report presented to the 78th General
Service Conference.

LITERATURE
Agenda Item C

Review progress report on the development of the Fourth Edition of the book
Alcohélicos Anénimos — Spanish.

Outcome

Committee Consideration: The committee discussed the progress report on the
development of the Fourth Edition of the book Alcohdlicos Andnimos (Spanish).
The committee recognized the work that has gone into developing the revised
draft and requested that a manuscript or progress report be brought back to the
2027 Conference Committee on Literature. The committee offered the
following suggestions:

e Additional communication to the Fellowship on the status of the project
would be helpful to clarify misunderstanding.

e Consideration be given to inviting a Spanish-speaking member of the
Conference Committee on Literature to participate in the final review of
the manuscript prior to Conference.

e Consideration be given to inviting Cesar F., ACM and chair of the
Working Group for developing a Fourth Edition of Alcohdlicos Anénimos
(Spanish-language Big Book) to attend the 2027 General Service
Conference to be available as a resource for Conference deliberations
on the manuscript.
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LITERATURE
Agenda ltem D

Review draft of the Fifth Edition of the book Alcoholics Anonymous

Outcome

Advisory Action: The committee recommended that the Fifth Edition of the
book Alcoholics Anonymous, be approved with minor editorial changes.

NEW item from
the Literature
Conference
Committee
during the GSC

Advisory Action: The committee recommended that the word “Eskimo” be
removed from “Chapter 7: Working With Others” and replaced with a
neutral, non-racial term.

- The committee acknowledged the 1995 Conference Advisory Action
which recommended that the first 164 pages of the book Alcoholics
Anonymous, the Preface, the Forewords, The Doctor’s Opinion, Dr. Bob’s
Nightmare and the Appendices remain as is. However, the committee
agreed that use of pejorative words is not appropriate for our basic text.

The committee noted that in accordance with the 2021 Conference Advisory
Action authorizing development of the Fifth Edition Alcoholics Anonymous, which
reads in part: “Pending its development, the draft Fifth Edition of the Big Book
would include a new foreword, an updated preface and updates to expand on
existing ideas in Appendices Il and V”:

“Appendix Il — The Medical View on A.A.” and “Appendix V — The Religious
View on A.A.” have been revised in keeping with the 2021 Conference
Advisory Action

The committee noted that although the 1995 Conference Advisory Action
recommended keeping the Appendices “as is,” the following changes have been
made for the Fifth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous:

“Appendix IV — The Lasker Award” was revised to include a footnote to direct
readers to the awards page on aa.org.

“Appendix VI — How to Get in Touch with A.A.” was revised to reflect more
current best practices.

LITERATURE
Agenda Item F

Review progress report on the development of a Plain Language Big Book
amendment process.

Outcome

Committee Consideration: The committee reviewed the progress report on the
development of a Plain Language Big Book amendment process and offered the
following suggestions:

e That the trustees’ Literature Committee consider providing more detail
on the specific changes to the Plain Language Big Book that have been
suggested both within, and outside of, the PAI process, including the total
number of substantive changes and editorial changes. The committee
emphasized the PAI process as the avenue for suggestions from the
Fellowship for changes to Conference-approved literature

e That consideration be given to providing reference points throughout the
Plain Language Big Book to the corresponding pages in the book,

Alcoholics Anonymous

Page 5 of 6




e That consideration be given to resizing the Plain Language Big Book to
match the size of the large print format Big Book

The committee asked that a progress report be brought back to the 2027
Conference Committee on Literature.

Agenda Item D

LITERATURE Review progress report of subcommittee exploring the needs of Spanish-

Agenda Item G speaking members for tools to access the Big Book.

Outcome Committee Consideration: The committee reviewed the progress report of the
subcommittee exploring the needs of Spanish-speaking members for tools to
access the Big Book and requested that a progress report be brought back to
the 2027 Conference Committee on Literature.

LITERATURE Review progress report on the update to the book Living Sober

Agenda item E

Outcome Committee Consideration: The committee discussed the revised draft chapters
for the book Living Sober and suggested that the revisions continue in the
current fashion. The committee requested that a revised draft or progress
report be brought to the 2027 Conference Committee on Literature.

REPORT & Discuss progress on classification of AAWS and AA Grapevine Literature.

CHARTER

Outcome

Committee Consideration: The committee reviewed the progress report on
classifying literature published by A.A. World Services (AAWS) and AA Grapevine,
Inc., submitted by the General Service Board Report and Charter Ad Hoc
Committee. The committee noted the feedback received from the trustees’
Archives Committee, particularly the shared understanding between the General
Service Conference and the boards regarding the complexity and scope of this
work.

The committee acknowledged the following concerns regarding the classification
of literature:

» Classifying A.A. literature as Recovery, Service or Historical could lead to
confusion due to content that might overlap into multiple categories.

» There is no formal definition of “founders.” The phrase “co-founders of
AA” is commonly used to refer to Bill W. and Dr. Bob, with
acknowledgement that many individuals played founding roles in various
geographic areas.

The committee requested that this topic be forwarded to the trustees’ Literature
Committee for further input and guidance.
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