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The Archives has a relational database in FoxPro that has not been utilized in nine years. This database

was designed in the late 1990s/early 2000s by Trevor T. It harnessed all the earlier archives work back to

1977. In addition to that data, they entered data into tables for the following 12 years. FoxPro as a

software stopped being supported by Microsoft in 2007. Because it wasn’t supported, nor sustainable,

we in Archives thought that we couldn’t use the database for data entry. Because of this we have a

vacuum in accessing our information; we can’t pull our information from FoxPro nor are we entering the

current data in an accessible manner. We have tried for several years to recruit a member of A.A. to

convert this database to Access or a SQL database without success.

In May I researched the Internet and found a company that does FoxPro database conversions to a .NET

SQL database. I began communicating with them and in October sent them our FoxPro files for them to

examine what it would take to make us a working SQL database. The company has now replied to me.

To redesign the database includes the vision of a web application for access to our currently digitized

tape library, digitized paper materials, numerous presentations and future digitization work. In fact, it

could allow us to both record all our work over the next decade and allow us to set up access to a

forward-facing database from perhaps the Area 72 website.

This vision is a major commitment by Area 72. It’s a commitment to Archives past, present and future

assuring access to the information that are in the Archives Repository for future Members and

researchers. And it is a commitment to fulfill the Archives stated purpose to keep the record straight so

that myth does not predominate over fact as to the local history of the Fellowship. We know in Western

Washington it is estimated that we have approximately 15,000 recovering Alcoholics – thus we can

estimate there are at least 150,000 others that need our help.  Wouldn’t it be incredible if we are part of

the solution that in 2031 or 2041 a person could listen to one of our stories and think I too might be one

of those and find their way to a meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous and begin their journey of recovery?


