
Background for motion on contribution limits
  

Part of the task of the Finance Committee is to review and create policies for the
area around finances. Earlier this year, the Treasurer and Alt Treasurer were asked
about tax implications if the area received a large contribution. That question led us to
look into whether or not the area had any policies in place around contribution limits.

Come to find out, Area 72 does not have any policies around contribution limits.
This matter was then brought to the Area Finance Committee to talk about. It was felt by
the committee that Area 72 should have such a policy in place. Through our discussion,
it was thought the best route to go was to mirror the policy of the General Service
Office.

Here is the current policy from the General Service Office   (from AA Guidelines:
Finance - MG-15)

Question: Is there a limit to how much an A.A. member can contribute to G.S.O.?
Answer: Yes. That limit is $5,000 a year.

Question: Can people leave money to G.S.O. in their wills?
Answer: Bequests in wills are acceptable only from A.A. members, with a maximum of
$10,000 from any one person, and only on a one-time basis — not in perpetuity.

Question: Can a non-A.A. member make a memorial contribution to G.S.O. in honor of
an A.A. member who has passed away?
Answer: Though G.S.O. deeply appreciates these offers, we return checks — whether
they are in memoriam or otherwise — to all non- A.A.s. A.A. does not accept
contributions from non-members. When we receive a memorial contribution at G.S.O.,
we return the check with a letter letting the individual know of our tradition of
self-support. G.S.O. explains to non-members what can be one of the most baf- fling
aspects of our Fellowship.

Question: Are there limits on the amount of money an A.A. group or an A.A. event can
contribute to G.S.O.?
Answer: No.


