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I have asked the other Archivists within Area 72 to provide me with their reports to 
be included in the Archives Chair report so folks can see what is going on at the 
other locations within the Area. I’ve attached the reports that I received. 
 
Accomplishments from the past quarter.  
The Area 72 Archives had our August Archives Quarterly this past August in Oak 
Harbor, WA. We did a presentation on “The History and Evolution of the Area 72 
Archives” presented by Maryland N. It was very informative. Our next Archives 
Quarterly is being hosted by the Area 72 Archives at Area 72 Repository in 
Lakewood, WA the first Saturday in November. This will provide a wonderful 
opportunity to visit the new Repository location.  
Steve C., Maryland N., and Don N. attended the National A.A. Archives Workshop 
(NAAAW) held in Detroit this month (September 6, 7, and 8). It was very 
informative. One of the best parts was meeting people from all over the country 
that share the common goal of preserving our A.A. history. I got to see folks I 
hadn’t seen in years and make many new friends. The presentations from the 
workshop should be available soon on the NAAAW site (NAAAW.org).  
 
Problems or issues you are facing or have already dealt with. 
We have been in the new location for about 9 months now and are still “moving 
in” to a certain degree. We had to move out of the old location quickly, because of 
the poor conditions at St Helens, so moving to the new location didn’t allow for a 
very organized move. It is coming together and cataloging and organizing are 
nearly completed. There are still some issues with download speeds at the 
Repository. When it comes to digitizing and storing large files (like the over 5 GB 
audio files from Quarterlies and over 8 to 10 GB audio files from Assemblies) it 
takes hours and hours and often ends with time-out errors that require the files to 
be re-loaded. We have often had to do the downloading at locations with higher 
speeds (such as our homes) and store the files on thumb drives that still must be 
loaded up to the Archives directory at the Repository. We are currently looking 



into a High-Speed Internet connection options to replace the current Internet Hot 
Spot.  
 
Please share some goals you hope to achieve or begin work on in the next quarter. 
There will be more OSC Workshops coming in the next few months, one on Oct 
26th at the Pierce County CSO, at 0900. Looking forward to working with several 
of the more technically proficient individuals in the Area to establish a plan for 
how our Area Archives can become a more accessible and efficient resource for 
Area 72 members to access Archives data and streamline and upgrade our current 
archival processes.  
 
District 27 (Tom H.): Accomplishments from the past quarter: 
District 27 has not had an archivist for eight years. I volunteered for the job a                
couple of months ago. During that time, I have purchased a digital recorder to use               
for oral histories and acid-free boxes to store documents, have begun to classify             
documents into categories, and have begun logging those documents into my           
computer. Another member and I have participated in three work parties at the             
Area 72 repository to begin to learn the work of the archivist. 
District 27 Problems or issues you are facing or have already dealt with: 
I have a $50 a month budget to work with that cannot be rolled over from                
month-to-month. There is only one volunteer to assist me. I have attempted to form              
an archives committee, but have had no-one volunteer yet. I have purchased            
acid-free boxes and a digital recorder out of my own pocket. Because of the high               
expense of archival materials, it appears we will have use standard boxes that are              
not acid free. We also do not have an archival work area and have to rent space                 
from the local Catholic Church. Any feedback on how others have dealt with these              
problems would be much appreciated. 
District 27 Please share some goals you hope to achieve or begin work on in the                
next quarter: 
Will continue to sorting documents into categories, organizing them by date,           
cataloging them, and storing them. Will begin doing oral histories. I am strictly             
focusing on keeping documents that are strictly related to District 27 only, with the              
exception of documents received from GSO, Grapevines, and event flyers. Will           
continue to attend Area 72 repository work parties and quarterly archive meetings            
and seek education and training in the art of archiving. Will continue to solicit the               
help of volunteers. 
 
 



Remember, all Notes, Minutes, Reports, etc., sent out by Area Elected, Area 
Appointed, and Area Committees (even Ad-Hoc Committees) must include the 
Area Repository in their distribution (repository@area72aa.org) so we can ensure 
they are properly maintained in the Area Archives. 
Our Steering Committee, Archivist and current volunteers do what they can, but 
we need more hands to help us bring the vision of a modern, accessible archives to 
fruition. You don’t need to have any special skill, just a desire to help. The 
Archives Steering Committee, Archivist, and Archives Chair can train you in the 
tasks that are required within the Area Archives. 
The Archives Repository has a Work Party every third Sunday of the month, at 
11:30, at the repository (3905 Steilacoom Blvd, Lakewood, WA) following our 
Archives Steering Committee (ASC) meeting. It may take a little time to train each 
person in a specific task, but we ask for your patience. If you are unable to attend 
the Work Party, but are still interested in volunteering, we can often make special 
arrangements to meet at the Repository and work with you.  
 
Thank you all very much for your support! 
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